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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY
 IN ORDINARY TIME 
21st September 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk50270499]Today we hear about a dishonest manager and about how we cannot love God and money equally. God must come first in our lives.

[image: Serving is one thing...serving well is another. This Sunday @10am]
‘You cannot serve two masters’
Today’s readings illustrate both the centrality of justice and faithfulness as well as the danger of materialism.  They show that God’s love, which is for all, particularly notices the victims of injustice (First Reading from the prophet Amos), and the poor, who are lifted up by God (Psalm).

The Second Reading (a letter attributed to St Paul and sent to Timothy, the first bishop of the Church at Ephesus) concerns prayer, and emphasises God’s desire that all are to be saved.  It encourages the young Timothy to continue in the way of truth through the one mediator, Jesus Christ.

The parable of the dishonest manager (who uses his master’s resources for his own gain) allows Jesus to teach about faithfulness (Gospel).  But his main point is about the impossibility of serving two masters. 
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MASSES THIS WEEK – Mass book – Sunday page 140
Office Psalter Week: 1 Sundays: Year C: Weekdays Year 1.
Sunday morning Mass is livestreamed and will be available for viewing later on our parish YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/StClaresChurch

	Date
	Time
	Occasion
	Intention/Details

	Saturday
	6pm (Vigil)
	TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
	George & Dorothy Lawrenson RIP

	
	7:15(Vigil)
	
	NeoCatechumenal Way

	Sunday
21st Sept
	9:30am
	
	Thomas Turner RIP

	
	6pm
	
	People of the Parish

	Monday
	9.15am
	
	Holy Souls November list

	
	RPH 5.30pm
	
	NO HOSPITAL MASS TODAY

	Tuesday
	7pm
	St. Pius of Pietrelcina
	Bert Ainscough RIP

	Wednesday
	9.15am
	OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
	NO MASS TODAY

	Thursday
	9.15am
	
	Family Thanksgiving

	Friday
	12noon
	
	Elizabeth Rostron RIP

	Saturday 
27th Sept
	10am
	St. Vincent de Paul
	Iris & Cecil Harkins RIP

	
	6pm (Vigil)
	TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Hilda & Patrick McNeela RIP

	
	7:15pm
(Vigil)
	
	NeoCatechumenal Way

	   Sunday
28th Sept
	9:30am
	
	People of the Parish

	
	6pm
	
	Holy Souls



ROSARY: Is prayed after the 9:15am Mass, and before the 12noon Mass on Fridays.

ANNIVERSARIES: Teresa Hodges, Lilian Woodward, James Pye, Clare Smith, Rosalina Lawlor, Bob Holden, Jeanne Cook, Mary Hudson, Peter Houghton, 

Barbara Pye, Dorothy Jones, Catherine Lee, Joan Mary Clark, Betty Marcella, William Fowler, Clare Mulligan.
 
PLEASE PRAY: For all who have died, for those whose anniversaries are about this time, and for the sick and housebound of our parish.


[bookmark: _Hlk493944434]POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER: For our relationship with all of creation. Let us pray that, inspired by St. Francis, we might experience our interdependence with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and respect.


Sheila Cartme



[image: Bingo Across Borders: Uncovering the Global Love for a Simple Game -  Colombo Telegraph]FAMILY BINGO:
Friday 26th September at 7pm.
 Tickets on sale this weekend,
Adults £1,  children free.  Volunteers are needed to support us at this parish event. 



SPECIAL COLLECTION: This Sunday 20th/21st  September for the Home Missions

STOP ASSISTED SUICIDE: Right To Life UK have launched a new EasyAction tool to create a personalised letter to Peers asking them to oppose Assisted Suicide. Visit www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeersletter 

DIVINE MERCY: Service here at St. Clare’s on Friday 26th September at 2.30pm.

SPONSORSHIP FOR PARISH MASS BOOKS: Thank you for your donations already received. Please can you continue to help by sponsoring the Parish Mass Books? There is an explanation sheet in the Narthex together with Sponsor form.

FOOD BANK: Collection next week 27th/28th September. The Salvation Army have updated the "Items Needed" list – tins of potatoes and fruit, soup, jam, tea and coffee, packets of noodles, toothbrushes and bars of soap.


FARMERS MARKET: Saturday 27th September from 9.30am-1pm at Fulwood Methodist Church. See the poster in the Narthex for more information.

MESSY CHURCH: Saturday 4th October at 1.30pm in St. Clare’s Church Hall. All ages welcome. See poster in the Narthex.

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES WITH HCPT 2026: If you are interested in being part of this special week as a carer or an assisted person please contact Ruth Potts or Richard McDowell  northwest@hcpt.orgiuk or  07721 925595 

ST. CLARE’S SCHOOL OPEN DAY: Thursday 9th October for Primary School places for children starting school in September 2026. See poster in the Narthex.

DAY OF RENEWAL: Saturday 18th October from 10am-4pm at St. Clare’s. This will be led by Fr. Chris Thomas speaking on ‘Being guided by the Holy Spirit’.


ADULT CATECHESIS: starts on Monday 29th Sept. for those who say “why am I going to Mass, what’s the point, it’s too long, is God really here, how do I pass the faith to my children, why don’t they come any more? “The Catechesis hits all these questions and many more. It’s an answer for those of us who are searching. Come and listen, you won’t be disappointed.









LAST WEEK: At Mass 13th/14th September 394 (75/160/109/NCW 50). 
Collections - Last weekend: £620.88. Catholic Education Service: £228.00.    
Thank you for your generosity.
Events this week (occasional/one-off events in bold type)
	Day
	Time
	What?
	Where?

	Sunday 
21st Sept.
	10:30am
	After Mass Tea /Coffee
	Parish Hall

	
	6:45pm
	Anointed and Sent groups (Age 11-18)
	Parish Hall

	
Monday

	8-8:45am
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
	Church

	
	6pm
	Cubs  
	Parish Hall

	
	8pm
	Scouts  
	Parish Hall

	
Tuesday
	5:30-6:30pm
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
	Church

	
	6pm
	Seekers (age 8-11)
	Parish Hall

	
	7.45pm
	NCW Liturgy of the Word
	Side Chapel

	Wednesday
	8-8:45am
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
	Church

	
	9:45am
	Parish Coffee morning
	Parish Hall

	Thursday
	8-8:45am
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
	Church

	
	6.15pm
	Beavers
	Parish Hall

	
	7pm
	NCW Liturgy of the Word
	Side Chapel

	Friday
	8-8:45am
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
	Church

	
	2.30pm
	Divine Mercy 
	Church

	
	7pm
	Lectio Divina
	Church

	Saturday
27th Sept.
	9.30am
	Confirmation Preparation
	Parish Hall

	
	10.30-
11.30am
	Sacrament of Reconciliation with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
	Church




MASS INTENTIONS: Envelopes for Mass offerings are in the Narthex. Please add your request and contact details and give to Fr. John Mark or post through the Presbytery door
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION: If you have a child who requires the Sacrament of Baptism, please speak to Fr. John Mark or contact the parish office.

THANK YOU: This summer a group of young people from the parish went to Rome for the Jubilee celebrations. They want to thank you for your help with fundraising. There is a booklet of memories and experiences from the pilgrimage in the Narthex.
JUBILEE 2025: As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee Year, we pray that we might be people of justice, lifting those we know who are bowed down; that we might be people of faithfulness, by our prayers of intercession for world leaders; and that we might be people of hope, by our trust in God’s love for all.
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